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“Knowing God”      Text – John 8:13-29       OT Reading – Isaiah 43:1-13

This passage is very similar to a part of John 5.  Both record a discussion between Jesus and the Jewish leaders.  So just as we did with the ch. 5 passage, rather than read the whole passage and then begin the sermon, we will read through the passage as we move through the sermon.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

In ch’s 6&7, there has been growing opposition to Jesus and what He is saying about Himself.  We learned that the Jewish leaders were keen to kill Him and that they tried to arrest Him.  Some of the people though are starting to wonder if Jesus really is the Promised Messiah/Christ?  During the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus made two astonishing statements: The first was in 7:37, when He invited thirsty people to drink of Him by believing in Him.  The second was 8:12, our text last time, where He declared Himself to be the light of the world who gives the light of life to those who follow Him.  And we saw that by referring to Himself as THE light, and by using the special name of God in reference to Himself, He was declaring Himself to be God.  So let’s now read v13:
13So the Pharisees said to Him, "You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true."  
Now, if you are a fan of detective stories or courtroom dramas, you will know that sometimes one side does not like the witness testimony of someone on the other side, so different strategies for dealing with the witness are considered.  The first two options are plainly illegal: They are to kill the witness, because a dead witness obviously can’t give his or her testimony, or to threaten the witness with some sort of harm, because a scared witness will not testify.  The other options are trying to discredit the witness, because if it can be shown that the witness is somehow unreliable, their testimony is weakened, or trying to get the testimony thrown out or ignored because of a technicality –  used wrong form/came in too late, etc.  
Well, vv13-18 reveal that the Jewish leaders have now tried every one of these strategies to deal with Jesus and His testimony.  We know from Luke 4 that the Jew s tried to push Jesus off a cliff.  In 7:1 we were told that Jesus was avoiding Jerusalem because the Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Him.  Also in ch. 7 they tried to arrest Him.  And at the beginning of ch. 8, we saw them trying to discredit Jesus with their attempt to trap Him into saying something wrong in relation to the woman caught in adultery.  And here they attempt tactic number four, which is to try and undermine Jesus because of a technicality.   Jesus has just declared Himself to be the light of the world.  Well, Jewish law requires at least two witnesses to prove a charge in court.  And this is the technicality that the Jewish leaders point out to Jesus.  Now, this point was already raised in ch. 5 where, as we have already noted, Jesus had a very similar conversation with the Jewish leaders.  And what Jesus did then was to mention John the Baptist, the miracles He was performing, His Father in heaven, and Moses, as four other witnesses alongside Himself; that was how He answered the requirement for more than one witness.  But what is interesting about the conversation in ch. 5 is that it is Jesus who raised the need for more than one witness; He said, “If I bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true,” and then went to mention the four other witnesses.  So it is possible that here in ch. 8, the Jewish leaders are quoting Jesus’ own words back at Him.  But whether they are quoting His words back at Him or just referring to the law that requires two witnesses, they think that they have Him; they think that they have surely pulled the rug out from underneath His testimony, so to speak.
So, let’s look now at Jesus’ response in vv14-18: 
14 Jesus answered, "Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going.  15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one.  16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me.  17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two men is true.  18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me."
So, having previously shown the Jewish leaders that there are several witnesses who testify about Him, the point that Jesus makes here is that He is actually above this law because of who He is.  Let’s see how He does this: 

· He first of all appeals to His origins and His destination.  Jesus is the eternal Son of God, so He came from heaven to live His life on earth, and eventually will return to heaven.  That means then, that because He is eternal God, He is above a law given for human beings, and sinful human beings at that.  

· It’s a little bit like those times when boys and girls complain about why a rule they have to abide by does not apply to their parents.  TV/Coke – those rules are for you; they do not apply to us.  And this law did not apply to Jesus, as God.
· And Jesus continues to make this point with what He says in v15 about judging “according to the flesh.”  You see, you and I cannot look into a person’s heart to see their true motivations; only God can do that.  But Jesus has demonstrated that He is able to know what is in a person’s heart.  We saw that with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman.  So this too puts Jesus into a completely different category than the ordinary human beings to whom the law was given. 
· In v17, Jesus says, “In your law (meaning, the law for you sinful human beings) it is written that the testimony of two people is true.”  But Jesus has demonstrated is that He is not an ordinary person; He is man and God!  So if the Jewish leaders were willing to accept the testimony of two ordinary, sinful human beings, they should be very willing to accept the testimony of the divine and sinless Son of God!  It was totally out of order for these Jewish leaders to demand that the Son of God comply with a law given for sinful human beings.  Therefore, as Jesus says in v18, “I am the one who bears witness about myself.”  
Now, If you have ever had a conversation with a JW, you will know that their major objection to what we believe about Jesus being the eternal Son of God is that nowhere in the Gospels does Jesus say the words, I am God.  And they are right about that; Jesus does not say those words.  Nevertheless, just as 1+1=2, again and again, Jesus words add up to I am God, just as they do here.  Jesus’ answer to the demand for two witnesses was that because He is God, He was above that law.
And congregation, this is the major point of John’s Gospel.  John wrote all these things down “so that [we] may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing [we] may have life in His name.”  If what Jesus says here is true (and it is!) then you better believe Him.  If He is the Son of God (and He is!), then believing in Him is your only hope for eternal life in heaven.  
Well, this brings us next to vv19-29.  In this section, Jesus is asked three questions and He responds to each of them.  So these three questions will be the three points of the rest of this sermon.  

I. The first question is in v19, “They said to him therefore, "Where is your Father?"”
A. Jesus has just said that He was sent by the Father and that the Father who sent Him bears witness about Him.  Later on in v27, it says that the Jewish leaders did not know that Jesus was talking about the Father.  That might refer just to v26, but it could also refer to this verse.  So they are either demanding that Jesus produce His earthly Father if He is claiming him as a witness or that He produce God the Father.  
B. So look now at Jesus’ answer.
1. It begins in v19, “You know neither me nor my Father.  If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”  
a. And these words expose the core problem of the Jewish leaders – their unbelief.  They saw themselves as God’s people.  If we could ask them if they believed in the God of the OT, they would have said, Yes!  Of course we do!  But Jesus had come to reveal God as our loving Father in heaven.  In John 14:6, He said to His disciples, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  If you reject Jesus, therefore, you do not know the Father.  For these Jewish leaders then, this meant that by rejecting Jesus, they did not know God at all.  Do you see how serious this is?  To reject Jesus is to reject God.
b. It’s possible that some of you have the idea that the Jews of today believe in the same God that we do.  After all, they read the same OT as us.  And if we were to ask them if they believe in the God who created the world in six days who is the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, they would say, Yes, we do!  That is our God.  But in the NT, God has revealed more about Himself in and through Jesus.  So, any Jew who does not believe in Jesus as his Saviour and Lord, does not know the God of the Bible.  The only way to the Father is through Jesus.
2. Well, v20 explains to us where this conversation is taking place and that Jesus had not been arrested.  And then in v21, Jesus continues His response; He says, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin.  Where I am going, you cannot come.”
a. And once again, these words demonstrate that the idea that Jesus was all about love and tolerance and inclusion, that you hear all over the place, is just not accurate.  Jesus is saying here that He is going to heaven and that these Jewish leaders will die in their sins and be condemned to hell.   
II. And the second question of the Jewish leaders, in v22, reveals that they at least understood that Jesus was talking about heaven and hell.  “They asked, ‘Will He kill Himself, since He says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?’”  
A. You see, the Jews of that day believed that those who committed suicide went to the very darkest corner of hell.  So they interpreted Jesus words as Him saying that He was planning to kill Himself.  And this would put Him in the darkest corner of hell, which is a place that they, as good, law-abiding Jews, could never get to because they of course would be in heaven.  So they knew He was talking about heaven and hell, they just had each other’s destinations wrong!  Jesus would be in heaven and they would be in hell, as will all be who reject Jesus Christ.  
B. So Jesus continues to show the Jewish leaders their perilous situation as He responds in v23, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.  24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am He you will die in your sins.”
1. So here again, as we put all that Jesus is saying together, we see that after this life comes eternal life.  And those who have believed in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins will be welcomed into heaven while those who do not believe in Jesus will die in their sins and then be condemned to hell on Judgment Day. 
2. And let’s be clear about this - hell is an awful place:  
a. The Bible describes hell as a place of unquenchable fire.  Every fire you and I have seen eventually dies out.  And for those who are burned alive, at least death brings relief.  But after the resurrection, the wicked will have bodies that can endure eternal fire without the relief of escape or death.  
b. Another horror of hell is the absence of God.  2 Thess. 1:8 says that those who do not obey the gospel of Jesus Christ “will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord.”  In this life, even unbelievers benefit from the presence of God as they receive good gifts from God.  Matthew 5:45 says that God “makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”  But there will be nothing good from God in hell because He has turned His back on the wicked.  
c. And almost paradoxically, another horror of hell is the presence of God.  Rev. 14:10 says that those in hell “will be tormented with fire and sulphur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.”  Jesus, the Lamb of God, not only sentences unbelievers to hell as the Judge, He will also pour out the eternal wrath of God on those who dwell there.  And the only way we can explain the mystery of God’s absence and presence in hell is to say that He is present in heaven to bless and comfort and love and present in hell to curse and punish and torment.  
3. Think about this then in terms of these Jewish leaders.  Everything they were doing was to try and rid themselves of Jesus.  They didn’t want to have to see Him and hear Him.  And it is the same with those who stop going to church today; they don’t want to hear Jesus.  They may come up with every other excuse under the sun; not friendly, too this/that, but Romans 1 explains that unbelief is suppressing the truth – unbelievers know who God is but they do not want anything to do with Him.  So they think that if they avoid church they can enjoy life and not have to think about Jesus and hell and all that.  But Jesus cannot be avoided in this life or the next.  
a. My friend, if you think that once you die, that’s it, you are mistaken.  If you think that everyone who dies goes to a better place, you are mistaken.  If you think that hell is where the party is, you are mistaken.  
b. Reject Jesus now and you will face Him as your Judge.  And you will receive eternal punishment from Him, the one you defied day after day, year after year, for eternity.  
c. Embrace Jesus now, and you will enjoy His presence and all that is good and wonderful and delightful for eternity! 
III. Well, the third and last question is in v25.  Jesus has just said, “Unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”  So the Jewish leaders ask Him, “Who are you?”  They want to know what Jesus means by saying, “I am He.”  
A. And it is entirely probable, given this whole conversation about witnesses and who Jesus is and knowing God, that He was referring to our earlier reading from Isaiah 43.  In v10 of Isaiah 43, The Lord says this about Himself to the people of Israel, “"You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I am He.”  So once again, by saying, “I am He,” Jesus is declaring Himself to be the Lord who spoke those words in Isaiah 43.

B. But this time, His divinity claim is not understood by the Jewish leaders.  What Jesus says in vv25-27 is difficult to understand.  It is as if the Jewish leaders are standing there with spiritual calculators.  Jesus is telling them that to get the right result, they have to enter in that faith in Him is the only way to know the Father and be saved.  But they cannot even figure out which buttons to press!  As the saying goes, There are none so blind as those who will not see.  
C. Now, in fairness to the Jewish leaders, what Jesus is saying only makes full sense in view of His death and resurrection.  And that had not happened yet.  That is why in vv28-29, Jesus says, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me.  29 And He who sent me is with me.  He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”
1. The Jewish leaders should have received Jesus as the Promised Messiah.  They should have understood all of His divinity declarations.  But you see, Jesus only makes sense to needy sinners.  It is only miserable sinners who will receive Him as their Saviour.  And that message is made plain at Calvary.   
a. It is at the cross of Calvary that our deepest need is revealed.  It is at the cross of Calvary that the love of the Father and the love of the Lord Jesus are most powerfully and plainly seen.  And it is the empty tomb that fully and gloriously reveals Jesus to be the eternal Son of God.     
So let me end with this question: Do you know God?  You know Him if you know that you are a sinner who deserves eternal condemnation in hell, and you believe that Jesus is the eternal Son of God who died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.  
May it be that each one of us knows God.  Amen.  Let’s pray:
